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Pressure on 
Congress 

to move on 
harassment 


Female members call on 
leadership to act faster, 
impose tougher penalties 


BY PAUL KANE 
AND BEN GUARINO 


Congressional leaders are un- 
der increasing pressure to re- 
spond swiftly to sexual miscon- 
duct allegations involving promi- 
nent members, following an out- 
cry from female lawmakers who 
believe their male colleagues are 
being treated more gently than 
offenders in the private sector. 

“Tf you look, the media and 
corporate America has been fir- 
ing people,” Rep. Barbara Com- 
stock (R-Va.) said Sunday on 
ABC’s “This Week,” noting the 
swift dismissal by CBS and PBS of 
Charlie Rose after The Washing- 
ton Post’s report of harassment 
allegations. “We have to have the 
same kind of standards.” 

In recent days, both parties 
have faced allegations against 
prominent male members, with 
ethics inquiries into harassment 
opened against Rep. John Con- 
yers Jr. (D-Mich.) and Sen. Al 
Franken (D-Minn.). The political 
future of Rep. Joe Barton (R-Tex.) 
was thrown into question when 
nude photos of the congressman 
surfaced on social media, and a 

HARASS CONTINUED ON All 


High court 
case could 
burst dam on 
sports betting 


BY ROBERT BARNES 


LAS VEGAS — Twelve television 
screens in Jay Kornegay’s office 
just off the casino floor are filled 
with NFL action. His cellphone is 
blowing up. His inbox blinks with 
new emails. Twitter won’t stop 
chirping. 

But only one thing can prompt 
him to stop what he’s doing and 
look up: a loud cheer from the 
throng of bettors gathered at the 
Westgate Las Vegas Resort & Casi- 
no, which houses the largest 
sports betting operation in the 
world. 

“Usually,” he says, “cheering is 
not good for us.” 

Despite the sign that the bet- 
tors might be (temporarily) win- 
ning, business is good for the 
casinos. So good, in fact, that 
other states desperate for tax rev- 
enue want the U.S. Supreme Court 
to break Nevada’s monopoly on 
the sports betting industry. 

Early next month, the court will 
consider an attack by New Jersey 
on the federal law prohibiting 
additional states from getting 
into the business. A decision that 
strikes down the law would “be a 
dam burst,” said Kevin P. Braig, an 
Ohio lawyer who specializes in 
sports law. 

The case is a titanic clash be- 
tween states that want a piece of 
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As grizzlies recover and expand their range, humans who come across 
them wonder: How much contact can either species bear? 


An apex predator returns 


BY KARIN BRULLIARD 
IN WISDOM, MONT. 


ean Peterson, a rangy fourth-genera- 
tion rancher with a handlebar mus- 
tache, is used to factoring in all sorts of 
challenges as he works his vast spread 
in the Big Hole Valley. Summer wildfires that 
can sweep down the pine-blanketed moun- 
tains to the west, harsh winters that can 
endanger his thousand-plus head of cattle. 

Yet in the back of his mind these days is a 
threat most of his forefathers never faced: 
grizzly bears. Settlers pushing West had all but 
exterminated the hulking predators by the 
time Peterson’s great-grandfather arrived here 
in the late 1800s. 

A year ago, however, a trail camera in the 
nearby forest snapped a grainy photo of a 
grizzly crossing a stream, marking the first 
confirmed sighting in the valley in a century. 
Then in May, Peterson was stunned to see one 
lope across a snow-dusted road as he drove a 
GRIZZLIES CONTINUED ON A16 


PHOTOS BY WHITNEY SHEFTE/THE WASHINGTON POST 


TOP: Visitors watch grizzly bears at the Grizzly & Wolf Discovery 

Center in West Yellowstone, Mont. The center has seven bears, all 
sent there after having some sort of conflict with humans. 
ABOVE: Dean Peterson, a rancher in Wisdom, Mont., says he will 
adapt his practices as grizzlies move into the area. 
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on Hill 


HOPE FOR A DEAL 
BEFORE SHUTDOWN 


Lawmakers’ to-do list: 
Taxes, DACA and more 


BY MIKE DEBONIS 
AND ED O°’ KEEFE 


Congress will return to Wash- 
ington this week to confront a 
series of highly charged partisan 
issues as a deadline for extending 
government funding approaches, 
raising the specter of a December 
government shutdown. 

Leaders of both parties have 
publicly played down the possibil- 
ity of a showdown next month. 
Funding expires Dec. 8, and both 
sides have floated the possibility 
of a short-term stopgap to push 
negotiations until just before 
Christmas. 

“There shouldn’t be any discus- 
sion about shutting down the gov- 
ernment. We can make this thing 
work. We just need to get people at 
the table, negotiate it,’ Sen. John 
Thune (S.D.), the third-ranking 
Republican senator, said on “Fox 
News Sunday.” 

But informal talks have been 
abortive, and bitter partisan di- 
vides over spending, health care 
and immigration threaten to set 
up an impasse. 

The tone could be set quickly. 
Congressional leaders of both par- 
ties are set to meet Tuesday with 
President Trump at the White 
House in a summit that could 
smooth the path for the month 
ahead — or inflame simmering 
fights. 

The last time Trump met with 
those top leaders — House Speak- 
er Paul D. Ryan (R-Wis.), Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-Ky.), House Minority Leader 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and Senate 

CONGRESS CONTINUED ON A4 


Focus on tax bill holdouts 
GOP senators mull last-minute 
changes as votes loom. A2 


The wife of a suspected member of the Islamic State group waits on the western 
front line to be questioned last month after fleeing the center of Raqqa, Syria. 


Some women leave caliphate 
but vow to fight on for ISIS 


BY SOUAD MEKHENNET 
AND JOBY WARRICK 


The womans secret flight from 
the caliphate took place more 
than six months ago, aided by a 
smuggler who helped her sneak 
across the Syria-Turkey border 
one spring night. But in spirit, 
this red-haired exile from the 
Islamic State never truly left. 

She covered herself in black 
from head to toe to greet a recent 
visitor to the small Moroccan 
house where she stays and re- 
moved her veil only when assured 
that her guest, also a woman, was 
alone. Over sips of mint tea, she 
spoke admiringly of her militant 
husband and the comrades she 
met in the Islamic State’s all- 


As they try 
to return 
to home 

countries, 
militants’ 
mothers 
and wives 
carry an 
ominous 
message 


female brigade. Calling herself 
Zarah — she declined to give her 
family name because she had 
traveled to Syria in secret — she 
vowed that her children would 
someday reclaim the Islamist 
paradise she believes was stolen 
from her family. 

“We will bring up strong sons 
and daughters and tell them 
about the life in the caliphate,” 
she said, fingering her teacup 
through black gloves. “Even if we 
hadn’t been able to keep it, our 
children will one day get it back.” 

Zarah’s blunt-spoken fealty to 
the Islamic State was remarkable, 
given the physical and legal perils 
facing Islamic State residents 
who seek to return to former 
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IN THE NEWS 


CARLOS BARRIA/REUTERS 


Labor issues Ivanka Trump will promote 
women in India but faces questions about 
garment workers who make her clothes. A6 


Tug-of-war A high-ranking CFPB official sues 
to block the president from installing his pick 
to temporarily lead the watchdog agency. A4 


THE NATION 
Meredith Corp. will 
buy Time Inc. in a deal 
worth upward of 

$2.8 billion. A2 


Female voters who typi- 
cally back GOP candi- 
dates face an awkward 
choice in the Senate race 
in Alabama between a 
Republican accused of 
unwanted advances and 
a Democrat with liberal 
views on abortion. A3 


THE WORLD 


A Turkish Iranian gold 
dealer faces trial in New 
York, prompting offi- 
cials in Turkey to call his 
prosecution an attack on 
their country. A5 


The Pentagon tried to 
block an independent 
assessment of child sex 
abuse crimes committed 
by Afghan soldiers and 
police, instead insisting 
on the creation of its 
own report offering a far 
less authoritative review 
of violations, according 
to a Senate aide. A5 


Protests by Muslim ac- 
tivists continued for a 
second day across Paki- 
stan, but most were 
peaceful and security 
forces kept a distance 
from the crowds. A9 


THE REGION 
Maryland’s transporta- 
tion secretary raised new 
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reform plan, adding to congressional committee 

doubts about whether it on the economic outlook. 

will be accepted. B1 Third-quarter GDP is 

Anew grant in Prince expected to show a 

George’s County ex- 3.3 percent gain. 

pands housing assis- 

tance for domestic- THURSDAY 

violence victims. B1 The president and first 
lady attend the National 

THE WEEK AHEAD Christmas Tree lighting 

ceremony. 

MONDAY Attorney General Jeff 

Pope Francisisin Burma Sessions is scheduled to 

for a visit. appear before a closed 
meeting of the House In- 

TUESDAY telligence Committee. 

President Trump and 

congressional leaders dis- | FRIDAY 

cuss legislative issues. Motor vehicle sales for 

WEDNESDAY November are estimated 
at 17.6 million units on an 

Federal Reserve Chair annual basis. 


INSIDE 


STYLE 
Chronicling a war 
Karam al-Masri won a 
journalism prize for his 
work in Syria and lost 
almost everything. C1 
Phone access 

The Supreme Court will 
take up a privacy case 
with major implications 
for journalism. C1 
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